knew that the boy had aptitude for the acquirement of knowledge, and who perhaps had plans of his own for the future of his son, objected to this precipitate abandonment of school, and tried to convince the boy that to go into business at so early an age would be very unwise. Edward Henry, however, was obdurate, and after listening impatiently to his father's arguments, merely repeated his first declaration: 111 am going to work." The father at last yielded. By the exercise of parental authority he might perhaps force the young student to return to school; but it did not seem expedient to use coercion when the boy's heart was so evidently set on a business career.
Edward Henry was not long in finding the ''work1' that he coveted. He seems to have gravitated naturally to Wall Street, and there he soon secured a position as office boy, at a salary of five dollars a week, in the Stock Exchange house of D. C Hays. His work, at first, was largely that of a messenger, whose duty it was to carry securities in a handbag from his own office to the offices of other bankers and brokers with whom his employers had business dealings. He did not long remain, however, in this position. In the Wall Street of that day there were no electric "tickers" to print quotations of stocks and bonds in the offices of the brokers, and business